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Board Members Sought

Rod Porter is chair of the NYSABA Board
nominating committee this year.

Anyone who would like to throw their name into
the hat for a three-year term contact Rod at
rporter@zoom-dsl.com

NRCCA December Training Schedule
Released

Visit www.northeastcropadvisers.org to view
the registration packet or schedule.

Sponsorships opportunities still available. If
you are selling product or looking for young
blood to fill out your staff, a sponsorship at
NRCCA Training December 9 — 11 is a good
investment. Over 200 attended last year’s
conference. For more information visit the link
above.

Cornell Hosts Annual Ag
Economic Outlook Conference,
Dec. 9

NewsBlaze, CA
October 21, 2008

WHAT: Agribusiness Economic Outlook
Conference

WHEN: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2008, at 10 a.m.
(Registration opens at 9 a.m.)

WHERE: David Call Auditorium, Kennedy Hall,
Cornell campus

WHO: Presented by Cornell's Department of
Applied Economics and Management

ITHACA, N.Y. - Buckle your seatbelt, hold on
tight and close your eyes: Here comes the 2009
economy. Get an understanding of next year's

financial prospects for agriculture and agricultura
products at the annual Agribusiness Economic
Outlook Conference Tuesday, Dec. 9, from 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at Cornell University. On-site
registration will begin at 9 a.m. in the foyer bét
David L. Call Alumni Auditorium in Kennedy Hall,
on campus.

Steven Kyle, associate professor of applied
economics and management, will provide
his annual economic prognosis for the
upcoming year. He will discuss the 2008
financial meltdown and bailout and how the
fiscal stimulus package will work.

Patrick Hooker, New York State
Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets,
will explain how the state is bolstering
connections between local food producers
and consumers.

FARM ENERGY
ALTERNATIVES

Schenectady Gazette, NY
October 20, 2008

The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oswego
County is holding a workshop on using
emerging technologies to generate energy for
farmers and landowners that promotes energy
independence and ensures agricultural
sustainability. The one-day, set for 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 22, program will
be held at the Mexico VFW Post #369 on State
Route 3 North in Mexico, N.Y. A diverse group
of speakers and topics include:

Harvesting the Sun -presented by Art Weaver,
owner of Renovus Energy, a successful solar
and wind energy business in Ithaca, N.Y.

Methane Digestion for Small Farm




Operations - presented by Curt Gooch,
agricultural engineer in the Department of
Biological and Environmental Engineering at
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.

Introduction to Grass Biofuels -presented by
Jerry Cherney, professor of agriculture, Cornell
University, Ithaca, N.Y.
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TFI Letter to DOT On HAZMAT
Rule Changes

October 14, 2008

Docket Operations

U.S. Department of Transportation

West Building, Ground Floor

Room W12-140, Routing Symbol M-30

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) submits comments
in response to the Sept. 9 Department of
Transportation (DOT) Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

Notice of Proposed Rulemaki(i§PRM), HM-
232F, Hazardous Materials: Risk-Based
Adjustment of Transportation Security Plan
Requirements.

TFI is the national trade association of the
fertilizer industry whose membership consist of
fertilizer producers, importers, retailers,
wholesalers and others involved in the business
of fertilizer. The mission of TFI is to represent,
promote and protect the fertilizer industry.
Fertilizer nutrients provide the “food” plants
need to grow and insure there is an adequate
supply of nutritious food and animal feed, and a
bountiful supply of fiber as well as biofuels to
help meet the nation’s food security and energy
needs.

Many fertilizers are considered hazardous
materials and thus required to comply with DOT
transportation security requirements. Those
fertilizers fall under DOT Divisions 2.2, 2.3,

5.1, 8 and 9. DOT is proposing to narrow the
transportation security requirements list based
on an evaluation of the security threats
associated with specific types and quantities of
hazardous materials and TFI offers the
following comments:

Division 2.2 and 2.3 (anhydrous
ammonia/ammonia solutions)DOT proposes
no security requirements for most non-
flammable, non-poisonous compressed gas
shipments in Division 2.2 and proposes no
change for Division 2.3, meaning that all
guantities of Division 2.3 materials must have a
transportation security plan. TFI would
appreciate DOT clarifying that the requirements
for anhydrous ammonia to have a transportation
security plan would not change regardless of
which classification is being used —a 2.2 or a
2.3.

Division 5.1, Package Il (ammonium
nitrate/potassium nitrate/sodium nitrate): In

the preamble of the proposed rule, DOT
proposes security plans for quantities of bulk
solids of 3,000 kg or more however, this is not
reflected in the regulatory text of the proposal.
The regulatory text at Sec. 172.800(b)(12) needs
clarification that DOT's intent is to include both
liquids and solids. While there is no regulatory
relief for TFI members, TFI supports a



requirement for transportation security plans
covering bulk solid shipments of 3,000 kg or
more. Additionally, TFI supports the proposed
regulatory text at (b)(12) that bases the
threshold for transportation security plans on the
total amount of material on a vehicle, not the
amount in a single package.

TFI also supports the elimination of
transportation security requirements for
potassium nitrate and sodium nitrate in this
category, which also does provide regulatory
relief to TFI members.

TFI disagrees with the statement in paragraph
12 of the preamble where it is stated that
“Division 5.1 materials are industrial chemicals
easily available with no security restrictions”. In
the case of ammonium nitrate, there are security
restrictions surrounding this product.
Ammonium nitrate is regulated in many states
and is regulated by the Chemical Facilities Anti-
Terrorism Security Act (CFATS). Additionally,
TFI supported legislation signed into law by
President George W. Bush in December 2007 to
require registration and recordkeeping of
anyone possessing ammonium nitrate. The
Secure Handling of Ammonium Nitrate Act of
2007is currently awaiting promulgation of
regulations at the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS).

Division 9 (ammonium nitrate based
fertilizer/ammonium chloride): DOT

regulations do not require this class of
ammonium nitrate to be placarded for domestic
land transportation. Ammonium chloride, a
hazardous substance but not a hazardous
material is also a Division 9 material. TFI
supports DOT'’s proposal to eliminate
transportation security plans for all Division 9
materials shipped in quantities greater than 3500
gallons or 468 cubic feet for solids.

Thank you for your consideration of our
comments. If you have any questions please
contact TFI Vice President of Member Services
Pam Guffain by telephone at (202) 515-2704 or
via e-mail at pguffain@tfi.org

Sincerely yours,
Ford B. West

Ohio Issues Security Plan

Reprieve... provided by Asmark
Effective September 19, 2008, the Federal
Motor Safety Carrier Administration (FMCSA)
and the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
(PUCO) are not allowed to cite companies for
not having site-specific security plans in Ohio.
Brian Peachwith the Ohio AgriBusiness
Association discovered this information and
indicated that it is not known for how long this
stay will be in effect. FMCSA has lost several
battles over this issue and, thanks to Ferrellgas
for fighting a violation since 2005, a directive
was sent out to all inspectors on September 22
with instructions halting the issuance of
citations. There have been inconsistencies
noted in enforcement across the country with a
relatively small number of inspectors that issue
citations aggressively. The Asmark Institute has
helped work on several different cases around
the country over the past three years whereby
inspectors were aggressive. Federal DOT
provides a 1-1/2 page template for motor
carriers to follow when developing a written
security plan and a 2-1/2 page template for the
security vulnerability assessment. Neither of
these documents provided by DOT will pass
their own inspection. We appreciate Brian
passing this information along to us.

Good Ozone!

When circulated through a grain bin, ozone gas
has been shown to kill nearly every insect that
might live inside. That's good news for
agriculture, which in recent years has lost
fumigants such as methyl bromide due to
regulation. Ozone, which poses virtually no risk
to people or the environment in this application,
also seems to reduce the growth of - or even
destroy - mold in grain. “So far | haven't found
an insect | can’t kill with it,” say&inda

Mason, whose work is part of Purdue
University’s Post-Harvest Education and
Research Center. The ozone is believed to
interfere with bugs’ respiration, turning them
into something of a dazed, zombie insect shortly
before they die.



While dangerous to humans in high
concentrations, ozone only remains that way
briefly. Then the gas “quickly dissipates back
into Q,” says Mason. She believes ozone
generators could be in use commercially within
three years. A portable ozone generator (cost:
$20,000 to $80,000, depending on capacity)
would pump the gas into a bin. At Purdue, the
process has been tried with success on corn,
soybeans, rice, popcorn and wheat. It leaves no
residue and doesn't affect food quality,
according to Mason. In fact, the process leaves
grain smelling rather pleasant.

The cost might seem prohibitive, but large
commercial grain operations and local
cooperatives would likely own ozone generators
and lease them out to customers and members,
says Mason.
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